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Anja Dalgaard-Nielsen

Town of residence: Copenhagen - e-mail: andn@fak.dk
Experienced executive and researcher in the field of security studies. Director of the Institute for Strategy at the Danish Defence College and Professor (part time) at the Center for Societal Security and Risk Management at the University in Stavanger. Previously, executive director in the Danish Security and Intelligence Service, head of research unit, and Senior Researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies. Extensive teaching- and mediaexperience. Ph.d. with distinction from Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies.
Professional experience

2015-
Director, Institute for Strategy, Royal Danish Defence College.

2017- 
Professor (part time), Center for Societal Security and Risk Management, University in Stavanger.

2018-
Board member, Copenhagen Institute for Future Studies.

2019- 
Cheif Editor, Scandinavian Journal of Military Studies. 
2014-
Consulting Scholar/Affiliate, Stanford University, Center for International Security and Cooperation (CISAC).


Areas of expertise: Terrorism, counter-terrorism, resilience and organizing in national security bureaucracies. 

2008-14 
Board-level Director, Danish Security and Intelligence Service (PET)
Area of responsibility: Strategic analysis; preventive efforts against terrorism and violent extremism including community outreach and exit interventions; protective security advice comprising physical and tactical security, transportation security, informationsecurity, and personnel security; securityvettings.  
2006-08 Head of Research Unit, Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS)
Fundraising for, building, and managing research unit, covering political violence, radicalization and terrorism. 
2006-02
Senior Researcher/Researcher, DIIS  

Areas of expertise: Counterterrorism, counterinsurgency, civil-military cooperation, international military operations. 
First independent researcher to carry out field research, embedded with danish armed forces in Afghanistan, Iraq and Kosovo. 
2011-14
Member of Board of Advisors, Center for Asymmetric Threat Studies, National Defence College, Sweden. 
Academic degrees
2002 Ph.d. European Studies, Johns Hopkins University, SAIS. 

2000 MA, European Studies and International Economics, SAIS.
1998 BA and MA (Cand. scient. pol.), Political Science, Aarhus University.
2014
MA of Public Governance (leadership and management studies), Copenhagen Business School and University of Copenhagen.
Voluntary work
In 2015 I founded the think tank Ret&Sikkerhed together with two former ministers of justice, Lars Barfoed (K) and Morten Bødskov (S). We wish to promote evidence based and cross partisan debates about how to uphold national and societal safety, security, and rule of law in light of evolving risks and threats. www.retogsikkerhed.dk 

We were recently granted 1 mio dkkr from TrygFonden to develop teaching materials aimed at preventing violent extremism in secondary educational institutions in Denmark.
