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Even though the last of the remaining aged survivors of the Second World War who fought 
and suffered through its horrors are now dying out, interpretations of what happened remain 
politically and morally contested. It is now an old story that West (but not East) Germany 

admitted the criminal nature of the Nazi regime, apologized, and incorporated recognition of what 
occurred into its school curriculum. Officially, Japan never has unambiguously done so and Japanese 
remain deeply divided over their wartime historical record, including its colonial rule in Asia.  

But the story is much more complicated than that because most of the West European countries 
occupied by Germany during the war only gradually and belatedly admitted that their many 
collaborators played a crucial role in helping the Germans carry out the Holocaust and fight their 
war. This was even more the case in East Europe, where many are still evasive about the widespread 
cooperation with the Nazis that occurred during those years. Poland had to be shocked by Jan 
Gross’s path-breaking book, Neighbors, before starting to come to grips with the reality of its anti-
Semitism, and in many other parts of the region that has not really begun to take place, even now. 
And in East Asia, the successful channeling of nationalist passions against Japan by the Koreans and 
Chinese has allowed them to evade the records of their own numerous collaborators.

The importance of World War II memories, however, goes well beyond arguments about guilt or 
innocence, or concerns about official obscurantism in school textbooks and public avoidance, 
even denial of the relevance of the topic. The reality is that people have their own version of what 
happened passed on in family lore, while leaders’ interpretations of their past continue to shape 
present policy choices. Timothy Snyder has convincingly argued that East Europe has not just been 
shaped by the experience of communism and the liberations of 1989, but also by the tragedies it 
experienced earlier in the twentieth century. World War II was a crucially formative catastrophe. 
Unlike the heavily mythologized ancient histories of national origins, the events of that war remain 
very real.

The Yugoslav wars of the 1990s, a critical example, had much to do with conflicting interpretations 
of the terrible civil war waged in that country during the German and Italian occupations of 1941–
1945. Of course, there were more immediate elements in these wars, but particularly Serbian and 
Croatian recollections of what happened during World War II played a major role in creating fear 
and loathing between these two nationalities.

In East Asia too, nationalist sentiments based on the resentments and fears of Japanese colonialism 
and aggression remain powerful influences on policy considerations. Much as China, South Korea, 
and Japan have become tightly linked economically, there is little evidence that there has been the 
kind of reconciliation that has been achieved in Western, if not yet in Eastern Europe.

There has been much valuable scholarship on how both Europe and East Asia have approached these 
issues, but relatively little that directly compares the two areas. By bringing together a small group 
of the best analysts of the contentious twentieth century in both Europe and East Asia, we hope to 
deepen the comparative scholarship of how they have shaped their historical memory of the wartime 
past and how that legacy continues to shape current history in both regions. Each panel focuses on a 
key question and pairs specialists from Asian and European studies to address that same question.

This conference draws upon the three-year Divided Memories and Reconciliation project of the 
Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center. Divided Memories is a comparative study of 
the formation of elite and popular historical consciousness of the Sino-Japanese War and Pacific 
War periods in China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and the United States with the aim of promoting 
understanding and reconciliation. The papers presented at this conference will be published as an 
edited volume by a major university press.



CONFERENCE AGENDA

Day 1
 
8:30a.m.   Registration and light breakfast

8:50a.m. – 9:05a.m.  Introduction

Gi-Wook Shin 
Daniel Chirot

9:05a.m. – 10:45a.m.
PANEL I:  THE DEBATE OVER REMEMBRANCE OF WORLD WAR TWO

What is the current state of debate over the wartime period in each region? What issues remain 
sources of contention both within nations and between them? Wartime issues from colonialism to the 
nature of war crimes remain subjects of contention. How does that discussion continue to play out, 
both among historians and the general public?

Daniel Sneider – Interrupted Memories: The Debate over Wartime Memory in China, Japan and   
      Korea
Daniel Chirot  – Europe’s Troubled World War II Memories: Are They That Different?

Discussant
Amir Eshel 

10:45a.m. – 11:00a.m.   Break

11:00a.m. – 12:40p.m.
PANEL 2:  DIVIDED MEMORIES

Why has there been so much variation from country to country in interpreting the traumas and 
consequences of World War II.

Thomas Berger – Different Strokes: Historical Realism and the politics of History in Europe and  
        Asia
Frances Gouda – Divided Memories of World War II in Europe and Southeast Asia: Sukarno and  
        Anne Frank as Icons of Dutch (Colonial) History

Discussant
Chiho Sawada 

12:40p.m. – 1:50p.m.   Lunch
 
1:50p.m. – 3:30p.m.   
PANEL 3: COLLABORATION AND RESISTANCE

In the nations invaded and occupied by the Axis powers, the dominant narrative in the postwar 
period has been one of resistance. The reality of collaboration was and remains a politically sensitive 
issue in all those societies. How have Asia and Europe come to grips with the competing narratives of 
resistance and collaboration?



Alexis Dudden – Historical Memories and International Relations in Northeast Asia
Julian Jackson – France And The Memory Of Occupation

Discussant
Yumi Moon 

3:30p.m. – 3:45p.m.    Break

3:45p.m. - 5:25p.m.
PANEL 4:  PATHS TO RECONCILIATION

Europe and East Asia have very different experiences in seeking postwar reconciliation. What has 
worked and what hasn’t worked? Are the experiences of Europe relevant to East Asia? 

Gi-Wook Shin – Historical Reconciliation in Northeast Asia: Past Efforts, Future Steps, and the 
      U.S. Role
Fania Oz-Salzberger – Israel and Germany After the Second World War: Is Reconciliation Possible?

Discussant
Franziska Seraphim 

Day 2

9:00a.m. - 10:40a.m.
PANEL 5:  THE PAST AS PRESENT

How does the handling of these questions of historical memory still shape important contemporary 
political attitudes and international relations? How does the past continue to determine the present?

Gilbert Rozman – Historical Memories and International Relations in Northeast Asia 
Roger Petersen – Memory and Cultural Schema: Linking Memory to Political Action

Discussant
Yinan He

10:40a.m. - 11:10a.m.  
Book publication discussion led by Professors Shin and Chriot

 



Gi-Wook Shin is the director of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research 
Center; the Tong Yang, Korea Foundation, and Korea Stanford Alumni Chair 
of Korean Studies; the founding director of the Korean Studies Program; senior 
fellow at FSI; and professor of sociology, at Stanford University. As a historical-
comparative and political sociologist, his research has concentrated on areas of 
social movements, nationalism, development, and international relations.  Shin 
is the author/editor of numerous books and articles. His latest books History 
Textbooks and the Wars in Asia: Divided Memories and Social Movements in 

Korea: From Democracy to Civil Society were published in 2011. He is currently writing a book on 
elite perception of historical disputes and reconciliation in Northeast Asia. He is also researching 
nationalism and multiculturalism in Korea.  Shin is not only the recipient of numerous grants and 
fellowships but continues to actively raise funds for Korean/Asian studies at Stanford. He gives 
frequent lectures and seminars on topics ranging from Korean nationalism and politics to Korea’s 
foreign relations and the plight and history of Korean Americans. He writes op-eds in both Korean 
and American newspapers and serves on councils and advisory boards in the United States and South 
Korea.

Daniel Chirot, Job & Gertrud Tamaki Professor of International Studies at 
the University of Washington, has authored books about social change, ethnic 
conflict, Eastern Europe and tyranny.  His most recent works are the co-authored 
Why Not Kill Them All? about political mass murder (Princeton University Press, 
2nd edition, 2010), and a short text on ethnic conflicts, Contentious Identities 
(Routledge, 2011).  He has edited or co-edited books on Leninism’s decline, on 
entrepreneurial ethnic minorities, ethnopolitical warfare and on the economic 
history of Europe.  He founded the journal East European Politics and Societies 

and has received help in his research and writing from the US State Department, the Guggenheim, 
Rockefeller, and Mellon Foundations.  He has done some work for, among others, the US 
Government, the National Endowment for Democracy and the Ford Foundation.  In 2003, 2004, and 
2006 he did some consulting for CARE in Cote d’Ivoire.  He has also worked in Niger and elsewhere 
in West Africa.  In 2004/05 he was a senior fellow at the United States Institute of Peace working on 
the study of African conflicts.  He has a BA from Harvard and a PhD in sociology from Columbia

Daniel Sneider is the associate director for research at the Walter H. Shorenstein 
Asia-Pacific Research Center at Stanford University. He currently directs the 
center’s project on Nationalism and Regionalism and the Divided Memories 
and Reconciliation project, a three-year comparative study of the formation 
of historical memory in East Asia. His own research is focuses on current U.S. 
foreign and national security policy in Asia and on the foreign policy of Japan 
and Korea.  Sneider’s writings have appeared in many publications, including 
the Washington Post, the New York Times, the New Republic, National Review, 

the Far Eastern Economic Review, the Oriental Economist, Newsweek, Time, the International 
Herald Tribune, the Financial Times, and Yale Global. Sneider is the co-editor, with Dr. Gi-Wook 
Shin, of Divided Memories: History Textbooks and the Wars in Asia, (Routledge, 2011). He is 
also the co-editor of Cross Currents: Regionalism and Nationalism in Northeast Asia, (Shorenstein 
APARC, distributed by Brookings Institution Press, 2007); First Drafts of Korea: The U.S. Media and 
Perceptions of the Last Cold War Frontier, (Shorenstein APARC, distributed by Brookings Institution 
Press, 2009); and Does South Asia Exist? Prospects for Regional Integration (Shorenstein APARC 
2010). He has also contributed to numerous other volumes.



Thomas Berger is associate professor, Department of International Relations 
at Boston University.  He is the author of Cultures of Antimilitarism: National 
Security in Germany and Japan (1998) and co-editor of Japan in International 
Politics: Beyond the Reactive State (2007). His articles and essays have appeared 
in numerous edited volumes and journals, including International Security, 
Review of International Studies, German Politics and World Affairs Quarterly.  
He has recently completed a book on the politics of history in Europe and Asia 
to be published with Cambridge University Press. Before coming to Boston 

University, he was associate professor at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. He is the recipient 
of fellowships from the Fulbright Commission, the German Academic Exchange Commission, the 
Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies, the MacArthur Foundation and the Olin 
Institute.

Frances Gouda is professor of (post)colonial history and gender studies in the 
Political Science Department of the University of Amsterdam. She is the author of 
Poverty and Political Culture: The Rhetoric of Social Welfare in France and the 
Netherlands, 1815-1854 (1994; reprint 1995 in the Netherlands); Dutch Culture 
Overseas: Colonial Practice in the Netherlands Indies, 1900-1942 (1995; 2nd. 
edition in English and an Indonesian translation, 2008); and American Visions of 
the Dutch East Indies/Indonesia: US Foreign Policy and Indonesian Nationalism, 
1920-1949 (2002; Indonesian translation 2009). She is editor of Domesticating 

the Empire: Race, Gender and Family Life in French and Dutch Colonialism (1998) and Mixed 
Feelings: Gender, Ethnicity and Postcolonial History (2007, in Dutch) and several other collections 
of essays. Her current project focuses on the transnational history of public health in the Dutch East 
Indies, the US Philippines and the semi autonomous state of Travancore in British India; she is also 
engaged in a comparative history of “dismantling empire(s)”  in the Dutch East Indies, British Burma, 
French Indochina and the American Philippines.

Amir Eshel is Charles Michael Professor in Jewish History and Culture, Professor 
of German Studies and Comparative Literature, Chair of Graduate Studies, 
German Studies; and Director of The Europe Center at Stanford University’s 
Freeman Sopgli Institute for International Studies.  His research focuses on 
postwar German culture, German-Jewish history and culture, modern Hebrew 
literature, and the contemporary novel. He is interested in the literary and cultural 
imagination as it addresses the past for its contemporary philosophical and 
political implications. 

Eshel is currently working on a new project that examines narratives across media as they 
raise ethical dilemmas. At Stanford, he has taught courses on memory and history, modern 
poetry, narrative and ethics, German Romanticism, postwar German literature and culture, the 
contemporary novel, German Jewish literature, and the modern Hebrew novel.  Recently, Ehsel 
completed a new book, Futurity: Contemporary Literature and the Quest for the Past (due for 
publication in 2012).  He is the author of Zeit der Zäsur: Jüdische Lyriker im Angesicht der Shoah 
(1999), and Das Ungesagte Schreiben: Israelische Prosa und das Problem der Palästinensischen 
Flucht und Vertreibung (2006).  



Alexis Dudden is professor of history at the University of Connecticut where she 
directs the program in humanitarian research studies. Her books include Troubled 
Apologies Among Japan, Korea, and the United States (2008) and Japan’s 
Colonization of Korea: Discourse and Power (2005) and a number of articles. She 
is currently writing a modern history of the islands disputed around Japan.

Julian Jackson took his first degree at Cambridge University where he also did his 
doctoral research. His PhD, awarded in 1982, was a study of the impact of the 
great depression of the 1930s on French politics. Ever since then he has devoted 
most of his writing and research to the history of France in the twentieth century.

As one of the country’s leading historians of French history, his contribution to 
the subject was recognized by his election as a fellow of the British Academy in 
2003. His book on the fall of France in 1940 won the Wolfson History Prize in 

2004. His previous book on the German occupation of France was shortlisted for the Los Angeles 
Times History Book Prize. His work has been translated into many languages. In 2009 the French 
government awarded him the honour of Commandeur dans les Palmes Academiques.  He has written 
extensively on the major political and social crisis which hit France in the 1930s, and culminated in 
the defeat of 1940 and the German occupation.  His work on the occupation is now considered to be 
the standard history of the subject, and one of its aim was to integrate cultural, social and political 
history.

Chiho Sawada is director of the Japan Policy Research Institute at University of 
San Francisco, Center for the Pacific Rim. He is also co-editor of the Journal Asia 
Pacific Perspectives, review editor of the Journal of Korean Studies, and director 
of the Intercultural Peace & Justice Program at Holy Names University. His 
research emphasizes cultural and ethical dimensions of Asia-Pacific relations. He is 
co-editor of a volume in the Divided Memories project, and is working on a book 
on Okinawa and U.S-Japan relations. In addition, he promotes public education 
and international exchange programs in cooperation with the Asia Society and 

a variety of Bay Area organizations. Dr. Sawada earned his PhD. from Harvard 
University and has served as a postdoctoral fellow at Stanford University’s Walter H. Shorenstein 
Asia-Pacific Research Center.



Fania Oz-Salzberger is an Israeli historian and writer. She holds a joint 
appointment at the Universities of Haifa and Monash. At Haifa, she is professor 
of history at the Faculty of Law and founding director of the Posen Research 
Forum for Political Thought. At Monash, she is professor and Leon Liberman 
Chair in Modern Israel Studies at the Australian Centre for Jewish Civilization. 
She has been the 2009/10 Laurance S. Rockefeller cisiting professor for 
distinguished teaching at the University Center for Human Values, Princeton 
University. Professor Oz-Salzberger has authored several books, among them 

Translating the Enlightenment: Scottish Civic Discourse in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Oxford, 
1995) and Israelis in Berlin (Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, 2001; Frankfurt am Main, 2001). She has 
written numerous articles on the history of ideas, and has published opinion articles in the Wall Street 
Journal,  Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Newsweek, and many other international newspapers.

Franziska Seraphim is associate professor of history at Boston College, where 
she teaches undergraduate and graduate courses on modern and contemporary 
Japanese history, historical memory, comparative and global history.  She holds 
a PhD in history from Columbia University.  Apart from articles on memory and 
war crimes trials in English and German academic journals, her main publication 
is War Memory and Social Politics in Japan, 1945-2005 (Harvard, 2006).  She 
has held research fellowships from the Japan Foundation and Social Science 
Research Council among others.  Her current work focuses on the social legacies 

of foreign military occupation through the lens of Allied-convicted war criminals’ imprisonment and 
movements for their release and social integration in Japan and Germany from 1948 to 1958.

Yumi Moon received a BA and an MA in Political Science at Seoul National 
University. She completed her PhD in History and East Asian Languages at 
Harvard University in 2005.

Her dissertation reassesses the Korean reformist movements between the fall of 
the Kabo cabinet in 1896 and the annexation of Korea in 1910. She focuses on a 
group of pro-Japanese collaborators, the Ilchinhoe, and redefines its identity as an 
organization of populist reformers.

Her longer term projects include the transformation of Korea’s tradition during the colonial period, 
democratization of South Korea, the cold war and the political cultures of the peripheries, and the 
history of movie theaters in modern East Asia.



Roger Petersen holds BA, MA, and PhD degrees from the University of Chicago. 
He has taught at MIT since 2001 and was recently named the Arthur and Ruth 
Sloan Professor of Political Science. Petersen studies comparative politics with 
a special focus on conflict and violence, mainly in Eastern Europe, but also in 
Colombia. He has written three books: Resistance and Rebellion: Lessons from 
Eastern Europe (Cambridge University Press, 2001), Understanding Ethnic 
Violence: Fear, Hatred, Resentment in Twentieth Century Eastern Europe 
(Cambridge University Press, 2002), and Western Intervention in the Balkans: 

The Strategic Use of Emotion in Conflict (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2011). He 
teaches classes on civil war, ethnic politics, and civil-military relations.

Gilbert Rozman is Musgrave Professor of Sociology at Princeton University. He 
specializes in Northeast Asian societies: China, Japan, Korea, and Russia. He has 
compared them, most recently concentrating on national identities. In addition, 
he works on sociological factors in international relations, emphasizing mutual 
perceptions and barriers to regionalism. His recent books include: Chinese 
Strategic Thought Toward Asia, U.S. Leadership, History and Bilateral Relations 
in Northeast Asia, and East Asian National Identities: Commonalities and 
Differences.

Yinan He is an assistant professor at the John C. Whitehead School of Diplomacy 
and International Relations, Seton Hall University. Her research focuses 
on politics of memory and reconciliation, national identity formation and 
mobilization, and East Asian international security. She holds a PhD in political 
science from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Dr. He is the author of The 
Search for Reconciliation: Sino-Japanese and German-Polish Relations since 
World War II (Cambridge University Press, 2009). Her articles have appeared in 
Journal of Contemporary China, History and Memory, Asian Security, and Asian 

Perspective.


