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Dimitris Assimakopoulos is a Professor of Technology Management at 
Grenoble Ecole de Management, Founder and Director of its LINC Lab, and 
the Founder and Director of the joint DBA degree in partnership with Newcastle 
University (UK). Dimitris has also served as the Associate Dean for Research at 
Grenoble Ecole de Management and currently serves as the Secretary General 
of EDAMBA (European Doctoral programs Association in Management & Busi-
ness Administration). He studied at the Universities of Patras, Sheffield, Grenoble 
and Stanford. He holds an HDR in Economics from the University Pierre Men-
des France (Grenoble 2); a PhD and Masters in Architectural Studies from the 
Department of Town and Regional Planning, University of Sheffield, England; and 
a Diploma in Civil Engineering from the University of Patras, Greece. He was also 
twice a Visiting Scholar in Economic Sociology at Stanford University, California. 

The broad area of his research is social and business informatics, with particular focus on the emer-
gence of new technological communities and networks of practice across organizational and national 
boundaries; and, informal collaboration networks and communities of practice fostering learning and 
innovation in computer based technologies in the EU, Silicon Valley and China. His latest monograph 
on Technological Communities and Networks: Triggers and Drivers for Innovation was published 
by Routledge within its series on ‘Technology, Work and Organisations’, in 2007. Dimitris has also 
co-founded and co-edits the Intl. J. of IT and Management published by Inderscience, since 2002. 
For the past decade or so, his research has also appeared in scholarly journals such as Environment 
and Planning B, Innovation: Management, Policy and Practice, International Journal of Technology 
Management, International Small Business Journal, Prometheus, R&D Management, and Science & 
Public Policy.

Charles (Chuck) Consorte is a co-founder of Zeptor Corporation, an 
early-stage clean tech start-up company whose mission is to boost energy 
storage capability via the introduction of aligned arrays of anchored Carbon 
Nanotube (CNT)-based electrodes.  Before founding Zeptor, Chuck and his 
partners were engineers at Intel and contributed to the successful launch 
of 10 generations of logic and flash technology.  Chuck received his Ph.D. 
in theoretical condensed matter physics from UC Davis and his academic 
career includes research positions at LLNL, SNL and NASA Ames.

Chris D’Couto brings more than fifteen years of sales, marketing and 
product development experience to Neah 
Power. In his previous roles of increasing respon-
sibility at FormFactor Inc. and Novellus Systems, Inc. he was responsible for 
the introduction of new disruptive products that are critical to the success 
of these companies. In addition to his Product Management, Sales, and 
Marketing experience, Dr. D’Couto is the primary author of patents in PVD 
technology, has authored numerous peer reviewed papers and publications, 
and has been invited to present at various industry and technical symposia.

He has a B.Tech. (Honors) in chemical engineering from the Coimbatore 
Institute of Technology in India, a Ph.D. in chemical engineering from Clark-
son University, NY., and an MBA from the Haas School of Business at the 
University of California, Berkeley. 
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Matt Denesuk is a Partner with the IBM Venture Capital Group, where he 
focuses on new businesses and technologies related to cleantech and busi-
ness services. He was previously the leader for efficiency and measurements 
in IBM’s Global Technology Services business, and for global strategy for 
IBM’s technology-based services transformation. Prior to that, he held vari-
ous positions in IBM Research focused on incubations and spin-outs, in such 
areas as advanced sensors, medical diagnostics, portal technology, and text 
analytics. Before joining IBM, Matt co-founded and managed several com-
panies, including a globally integrated consumer products company and a 
biodegradable plastics company. He has also led fundamental research into 
intelligent window technologies for green buildings, and served for many years 
as a consultant specializing in IP strategy & litigation and product liability. Matthew received a B.S. from 
MIT in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the University 
of Arizona in Materials Science and Engineering.

Rafiq Dossani is a senior research scholar at Shorenstein APARC, responsi-
ble for developing and directing the South Asia Initiative. His research interests 
include South Asian security, and financial, technology, and energy-sector 
reform in India. He is currently undertaking projects on regional integration, 
innovation in outsourcing, engineering education, access to capital and en-
trepreneurship in information technology in the South Asian subcontinent. His 
most recent books are India Arriving, published in 2007 by AMACOM Books/
American Management Association (reprinted in India by McGraw-Hill, 2008, 
and forthcoming in China, by Oriental Publishing House, 2009), Prospects 
for Peace in South Asia (co-edited with Henry Rowen), published in 2005 by 
Stanford University Press, and Telecommunications Reform in India, pub-

lished in 2002 by Greenwood Press.

Dossani earlier worked for the Robert Fleming Investment Banking group, first as CEO of its India op-
erations and later as head of its San Francisco operations. He has also been the chairman and CEO of 
a stockbroking firm on the OTCEI exchange in India, the deputy editor of Business India Weekly, and 
a professor of finance at Pennsylvania State University. He holds a BA in economics from St. Stephen’s 
College, New Delhi, India; an MBA from the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, India; and a PhD 
in finance from Northwestern University.

Chris Farinacci is Chief Marketing Officer at Hara. Mr. Farinacci has over 
18 years of experience shaping the development of software categories 
and introducing innovative products in the product lifecycle management 
(PLM), supply chain management (SCM), and supplier relationship manage-
ment (SRM) markets. Before coming to Hara, Mr. Farinacci held leadership 
positions at Oracle, where he was responsible for leading the marketing 
strategies for Oracle’s supply chain, product development, procurement and 
manufacturing applications. Prior to Oracle, Mr. Farinacci served as senior 
vice president of marketing at Agile Software, where he helped launch inno-
vative new applications for environmental and FDA product compliance. He 
previously held leadership roles at i2, Aspect Development, and SDRC (now 
Siemens PLM). Mr. Farinacci received a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from 
The Ohio State University.
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Margot Gerritsen was born and raised in the Netherlands. After receiving her MS 
degree in Applied Mathematics at the University of Delft, she moved to the U.S. 
in search of hillier and sunnier places. In 1996 she received the Ph.D. in Scientific 
Computing and Computational Mathematics at Stanford University. Before return-
ing to Stanford in 2001, she spent nearly five years in Auckland, New Zealand as a 
faculty member in the Department of Engineering Science.

Sai Gundavelli, as Founder & CEO of Solix Technolo-
gies, is responsible for the company’s overall vision 
and strategic direction. Under his leadership the 
company pioneered the concept of Enterprise Data 

Management, providing the first worldwide infrastructure platform to man-
age data across all segments of Enterprise Data (Structured and Unstruc-
tured).

He has a proven track record in recognizing and quickly responding to the 
requirements of the high-technology marketplace and is the founder of 
many successful startups including Emagia Corporation and SITI Corpora-
tion.

Prior to founding Solix technologies, Mr.Gundavelli spearheaded several 
strategic initiatives in Enterprise Application areas at technology leaders like CISCO Systems and Arix 
Corp.

Mr.Gundavelli is a member of the Churchill Club, TIE Charter member and also a member of NASS-
COM. He is a business and technology thought leader and a distinguished speaker in many forums. He 
holds a Masters in Mechanical Engineering from University of Oklahoma and Bachelors from Osmania 
University. 

Marc Hoffman has a 25 year track record of implementing ‘World Class’ 
change initiatives and leading business transformations in a wide range of 
industries including Power Generation, Aerospace, and Medical.  He has 
held the titles of CEO, President, VP of Operations and Supply Chain, VP of 
Manufacturing, and Plant Manager.  In every leadership role, he has been 
recognized for implementing successful strategies that significantly improved 
profitability and overall business performance.  Marc is a known industry 
leader in Operational Strategic Planning, implementing Lean methodolo-
gies, Six Sigma, Supply-Chain management, and other widely recognized 
methods for improving performance through his work with industry leaders 
AlliedSignal and General Electric.

In addition to business leadership positions, he has considerable experience 
as an Executive Management Consultant working with CBS Consulting, and TBM Consulting Groups.  
Marc is a results-oriented leader with a record of combining strong leadership and new ideas to gener-
ate breakthrough results in profitability and return on assets.

Prior to Glacier Bay, Marc was the VP New Business Development of CBS Consulting LLC, President & 
CEO of Aura Systems Inc., President of Renaissance Mark W&S Division, and VP General Manager of 
Healthetech Inc. Marc attended Cornell University and graduated with a BS, Material Science.
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Ricardo Martinez is Deputy Secretary for Border Affairs for the 
California Environmental Protection Agency. Ricardo serves as chief 
advisor to the Secretary for Environmental Protection and the Gover-
nor on policy and environmental protection matters related to Mexico 
and the U.S.- Mexico Border Region. Ricardo is responsible for 
managing the Border Environmental Program and the Agency’s initia-
tives related to California-Mexico Affairs, as well managing the newly 
created California-Mexico Border Relations Council. 

Prior to joining Cal/EPA, Ricardo served as the Senior Policy Advisor 
at the State Water Resources Control Board and has held technical 
and managerial positions for the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture, Department of Pesticide Regulation, California Integrated 
Waste Management Board and Department of Fish and Game. 

Since 1994, Ricardo has worked on California-Mexico environmental 
issues, specifically addressing water and air quality issues, acquiring 
NAFTA financing for environmental infrastructure projects, building 

relationships at the three levels of government in Mexico, coordinating the Ten States Retreat, the Cali-
fornia Delegation to the U.S.- Mexico Border Governors Conference and developing the concept and 
structure of the Border 2012 Environmental Program. 

Ricardo also coordinates with other state agencies on developing strategic collaboration efforts to ad-
dress environmental impacts from Mexico to California, as well as assisting the boards, departments, 
and offices within Cal/EPA to address longstanding and emerging environmental challenges along the 
California-Baja California border region. 

Under Ricardo’s direction, Cal/EPA has been one of few State agencies to sign environmental agree-
ments with the Republic of Mexico. 

Ricardo currently serves as the State Representative to the Government Advisory Committee to the 
Commission for Environmental Cooperation, a position appointed by the USEPA Administrator. 

Ricardo holds a Bachelor of Arts in Animal Biology from California State University, Sacramento and is a 
Graduate of the California Leadership Institute. Ricardo and his wife, Blanca, live in Elk Grove with their 
three children, Giovanni, Amariani and Diego. Ricardo is an accomplished flyfisher, having taught at the 
L.L. Bean School of Flyfishing in Maine and having received the L.L. Bean Master Angler Award. 

Joe Muscat is Partner and Director of the Americas Cleantech Network, 
a multidisciplinary team of professionals across the US, Canada, Israel 
and Brazil serving biofuel, solar, energy efficiency, battery, water and 
other cleantech organizations. The Network was established to assist in 
bringing cross industry expertise to companies looking to benefit from 
cleantech innovation. Muscat is currently also a member of the Global 
task force to develop Ernst & Young’s Climate Change and Sustainability 
Services. 

Muscat was a co-founder of Ernst & Young’s Americas Cleantech Net-
work while serving as Ernst & Young’s Americas Director of the Venture 
Capital Advisory Group. In this role, he coordinated the firm’s relation-
ships with leading US venture capital firms and worked with the regional 
colleagues and clients to analyze changing market conditions and regulatory environments. 
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Muscat’s clients have included global public and private investors, Fortune 500 companies and high-
growth start-up companies across multiple industries, including energy, utilities, telecommunications, 
technology and life sciences. His specific client engagements range from business and revenue model 
planning to capital market readiness to board advisory to venture capital financing to debt restructuring. 

Previously, Muscat served as the Managing Director of the Ernst & Young Corporate Finance practice. 
In this position, he advised companies on strategic transaction opportunities, including initial public 
offerings, private equity financings, mergers and acquisitions, restructuring divestitures and strategic al-
liances.  Based in Palo Alto, California, Muscat holds a B.S. in Commerce and Accounting with Honors 
from Santa Clara University and is a member of the AICPA and California Society of CPAs.

Ajit Nazre joined Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers in 2003. His areas of 
investment focus are Greentech, New Materials and Enterprise IT. Ajit also 
leads KPCB’s India investment initiative. He presently is a director on the 
board of 10 companies and is a board observer at 4 additional companies. 
Previously Ajit was either an observer or a director on the board of 3DV (ac-
quired by MSFT), Virsa (acquired by SAP), Visible Path (acquired by D&B) 
and InfoEdge (IPO in 2006).

Ajit came to KPCB from SAP. At SAP he worked for Dr. Hasso Plattner, 
CEO, Chairman and co-founder, SAP. He co-founded SAPMarkets in 2000, 
a fully owned company of SAP, and was Managing Director of SAPMarkets. 
In 2002, he was SVP of SAP’s New Venture Unit, SAP Inspire. Prior to SAP, 
Ajit worked in the medical device industry, first at Zimmer, Inc., a division of 
Bristol Myers and Squibb, and then at Mathys AG (Synthes) in Switzerland. 

Ajit has an undergraduate degree in Mechanical Engineering from the College of Engineering Poona 
(COEP), India. He holds an MS in Mechanical Engineering from Michigan Tech, a PhD in Biomechanics 
from the Technical University of Hanover, Germany and an MBA from the Harvard Business School.

Robert L. Nelson, Jr. (San Francisco) is a partner in the Energy and 
Global Transactions Group of Akin Gump, and is co-head of the firm’s 
Renewable Energy Initiative.  Mr. Nelson has been active in the renewable 
energy arena since 1985, and has worked on renewable energy projects 
involving a number of different technologies - wind, biomass, biofuels, 
geothermal, hydro, and solar (including much of the latter stage devel-
opment work and financing work for approximately 80% of the world’s 
installed utility-scale solar projects).  He has also represented a number of 
different companies that are developing emerging energy technologies as 
well as institutions providing financing for such technologies.  Mr. Nelson’s 
energy work is international in scope, and has included projects in Asia 
(with a focus on India and China), Latin America, Europe, and the Middle 
East.  He has done a substantial amount of traditional energy work in addition to his renewables work 
(with involvement in over 50 power projects in the aggregate), and has also worked extensively in non-
energy infrastructure, including transportation (toll roads and ports), manufacturing, entertainment, oil & 
gas, and water.

Mr. Nelson graduated magna cum laude from Harvard College (1976), received his law degree from Co-
lumbia (1980), did a Master’s degree (international finance and development economics) at Princeton 
(1980), and was a doctoral candidate in law at the University of Munich.  He taught for six years at the 
Graduate School of Business and at the School of Engineering, Stanford University,  is an appointed 
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member of the Council on Foreign Relations, and is on the Board of Directors of the US-India Business 
Council (and just served as Mission Leader of the USIBC’s Green India renewable energy Mission to 
India).

Petri Rouvinen is the director of the business economics program at 
ETLA, The Research Institute of the Finnish Economy. He is currently 
managing a high-level International Evaluation of the Finnish National 
Innovation System ( http://www.evaluation.fi/ ). His research interests 
include competitiveness, entrepreneurship, globalization, human capital, 
and innovation. Rouvinen has contributed to collective volumes by Oxford 
and Stanford University Presses as well as published articles in Informa-
tion Economics and Policy, Labour Economics, and Telecommunica-
tions Policy. He has been a referee for several scholarly journals including 
Industrial and Corporate Change, Journal of Economic Behavior and 
Organization, and Research Policy. He has served as an expert in the 
projects of the EU, OECD, UNU/WIDER, and World Bank. Mr. Rouvinen 
is the Finnish country representative in the competitiveness programs of 
Institute for Management Development (IMD) and World Economic Forum 

(WEF). He received the Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University.

Henry S. Rowen is a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution, a profes-
sor of Public Policy and Management emeritus at Stanford University’s 
Graduate School of Business and a senior fellow emeritus of the Walter 
H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center (Shorenstein APARC) at the 
Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies at Stanford University. 
Rowen is an expert on international security, economic development, and 
high tech industries in the U.S. and Asia. His current research focuses on 
the rise of Asia in high technologies.

In 2004-05, Rowen served on the Presidential Commission on the Intel-
ligence of the United States Regarding Weapons of Mass Destruction. 
From 2001-04, he served on the Secretary of Defense Policy Advisory 
Board. Rowen was Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Secu-
rity Affairs in the U.S. Department of Defense from 1989 to 1991. He was 
also chairman of the National Intelligence Council from 1981 to 1983. 
Rowen served as president of the RAND Corporation from 1967 to 1972 and was assistant director, 
U.S. Bureau of the Budget, from 1965 to 1966.

Rowen’s most recent work is co-editor of Greater China’s Quest for Innovation (Shorenstein Asia-
Pacific Research Center, 2008).  He co-edited Making IT: The Rise of Asia in High Tech (Stanford 
University Press, 2006) and The Silicon Valley Edge: A Habitat for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
(2000). Other books include Prospects for Peace in South Asia (edited with Rafiq Dossani) and Behind 
East Asian Growth: The Political and Social Foundations of Prosperity (1998). Among his articles are 
“The Short March: China’s Road to Democracy,” National Interest (1996); “Inchon in the Desert: My 
Rejected Plan,” National Interest (1995); “The Tide underneath the ‘Third Wave,’” Journal of Democ-
racy (1995).

Born in Boston in 1925, Rowen earned a bachelors degree in industrial management from the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology in 1949 and a masters in economics from Oxford University in 1955.
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 Swami Venkataraman is a director in Corporate and Government Ratings 
and is a member of the Utilities, and Infrastructure Ratings Group. Swami 
joined S&P’s Indian affiliate CRISIL in 1997 and has worked in the New 
York, San Francisco and London offices.  He has analytical background in 
a wide-range of credits including corporate industrials, financial institutions 
and infrastructure projects in India and investor-owned utilities, indepen-
dent power producers, project finance transactions, energy marketers and 
Public-Private Partnerships in the US and UK.

Swami is a lead spokesperson for Standard & Poor’s on Climate Change 
and clean energy technologies. He is also a member of Standard & Poor’s 
carbon task force developing new products and analytical capabilities for 
the carbon markets.  His prior assignments included evolving liquidity, 
capital adequacy and risk management criteria for energy marketers and 

working with the Committee of Chief Risk Officers (CCRO).

Swami is a Chartered Financial Analyst and a member of the CFA Society of San Francisco.  He holds 
a B.Tech in Electronics & Communications Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), 
Madras and an MBA in Finance and Information Systems from the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), 
Calcutta.

Sean Wang is the President of ITRI International (San Jose, CA), a subsid-
iary of ITRI, since June 2005. Sean joined ITRI as the General Director of IEK 
in July 2004. Before that, for about 15 years, Sean was with SRI Internation-
al/SRI Consulting (Menlo Park, CA), where he developed and implemented 
international proprietary projects on technology evaluation, feasibility study, 
strategic planning, licensing strategy, buy-or-build issue, new business op-
portunities identification, and new plant investment for international clients. 
Earlier, Sean was with M.W. Kellogg (now KBR) and Morgantown Energy 
Technology Center (now the National Energy Technology Lab) of U.S. Dept 
of Energy. With a chemical engineering background, Sean’s energy related 
activities include polysilicon production process design, economics, and 
benchmarking; integrated fuel cell and combined cycle power generation 
system design and evaluation; industrial high-temperature heat pump system design; evaluation and 
improvement of boiler efficiency; advanced IGCC systems; underground coal gasification modeling; 
and marketing strategy of refined products in major Asian countries.

Dr. Tomoya “TOMO” Yamashiki is Director of Corporate Research and Busi-
ness Development at Toray Industries (America) and is currently tasked with 
establishing a new framework to enhance North American innovation for Toray 
industries (parent company in Japan, a major supplier of advanced materi-
als and components). TOMO actively works to establish strategic partnership 
between emerging technology insitutes and Toray in the fields of Clean/Green 
tech, Advanced materials, IT/Electronics, and Alternative energies. TOMO’s 
past activities include development single-crystalline organic nonlinear optical 
devices, phase-change optical rewritable disks, and photo-sensitive ceramic 

materials for electronics applications.  Along with research, planning, and management positions at 
Toray Industries, he has been assigned as a research team leader in a major project at RIKEN (Institute 
for Physical and Chemical Sciences). He holds a PhD in Applied Physics/ Materials Science from The 
University of Tokyo .  


