United States. It is also very important to point out that
some non-Japanese-American groups, such as the Quakers,
did speak out against internment. While the Japanese
American Citizens League, a civil rights organization,
urged compliance with the internment orders, several
Japanese Americans protested and/or deliberately violated
one or more of the evacuation orders. These violations were
attempts to test the legality of the evacuation in the courts.
Introduce perspectives on the question of “loyalty”
In February 1943, after the internment of Japanese
Americans from the West Coast had been completed, the
War Department and the War Relocation Authority
required all internees 17 years of age and older to answer a
questionnaire. This questionnaire presumably tested their
“loyalty” to the United States. Two questions proved to be
particularly vexing. Question #27 asked, “Are you willing
to serve in the armed services of the United States on
combat duty, wherever ordered?” Question #28 asked,
“Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States
of America and faithfully defend the United States from
any and all attack by foreign or domestic forces, and
forswear any form of allegiance to the Japanese Emperor or
any other foreign government, power, or organization?”
Response to this questionnaire was mixed. Out of this
confusion emerged three noteworthy groups of individuals:
those who answered “yes-yes” and served in the armed
forces, those who answered “yes-yes” (or provided
qualified responses) but refused to serve in the military
from concentration camps, and those who answered “nono.” Introduce not only the experiences of the Japanese
Americans who served in the military in Europe (100th
Infantry Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team)
and those who served in the Pacific War (primarily in the
Military Intelligence Service as translators and
interrogators of Japanese prisoners of war), but also those
who answered “no-no” and those who became known as
“draft resisters of conscience.” The “draft resisters of
conscience” refused to serve in the military until their
rights as U.S. citizens were restored. Most of those who
answered “no-no” were segregated at Tule Lake
concentration camp; many “resisters” were sent to prison
from the camps.
Introduce redress and reparations
The redress and reparations movement refers to efforts
by the Japanese-American community to obtain an apology
and compensation from the U.S. government for wrongful
actions towards Japanese Americans during World War II.
Arguments for and against this movement should be
presented as well as the final outcome. Redress payments
of $20,000 along with letters of apology (signed by
President George Bush in 1990) were presented to
approximately 60,000 survivors of the Japanese-American
internment.
Present diverse perspectives on the Japanese-American
internment experience
Extensive primary and secondary sources exist on
Japanese-American internment. Consider incorporating

some of the following as a way of expanding upon the
limited coverage of internment in textbooks.
o utilizing a U.S. government newsreel called
Japanese Relocation from 1943 that presents
the government’s rationale for internment
o accessing information from the Japanese
American National Museum
o incorporating art and poetry from the
concentration camps
o showing the video, Days of Waiting, which
analyzes the internment experience of a
Caucasian woman married to a Japanese
American
o incorporating literature, such as No-No Boy by
John Okada or Journey Home by Yoshiko
Uchida
o examining Japanese-Latin American
perspectives on internment (2,264 members of
the Japanese community in Latin America
were deported to and interned in the United
States during World War II)
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