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Proposal Requirements
Per University policy, students in the Master of Arts in International Policy (MIP) must meet with the program advisor during Spring 
Quarter of their first year in order to review degree progress. This form is to be submitted by the student at that meeting.  Please type 
or print the application (the PDF can be filled in online and printed for signatures), and retain a copy for your records. If your plans for 
meeting degree requirements change, you must formally submit the changes for approval. The minimum requirement for this master’s 
degree is 80 unduplicated units of work completed at Stanford. Joint, dual, and coterm students have a different set of requirements so 
please adhere to these per Explore Degrees if you fall into one of these categories.  Additionally, students participating in the Stan-
ford-Vienna Academic Exchange may also have different degree requirements.

In your final quarter, you must submit an Application to Graduate for Advanced Degrees through Axess. See “Application to Graduate” 
deadlines listed in the Stanford University Time Schedule.  You are also required to submit a final Master’s Program Proposal in the 
quarter in which you apply to graduate.  This is required no later than three weeks prior to the start of the End Quarter Period.

Important Requirements and Timelines:
• Degree Progress/Program Proposal Review (Spring Quarter, Year 1)
• Electives Explanatory Memo (Winter Quarter, Year 2); see Page 2 for additional details
• Application to Graduate in Axess (Quarter of Graduation)
• Final Program Proposal (Quarter of Graduation)

University and MIP Policies
Students pursuing an M.A. degree are required to submit an acceptable program proposal, i.e., a coherent course of study, to their 
department during the first year of study.  The program proposal establishes a student’s individual program of study to meet University 
and department degree requirements. Students who fail to submit an acceptable proposal may be dismissed.

The submission, review, and approval of the program proposal is a crucial process, as it confirms the student’s understanding of the 
requirements for the degree and forms much of the basis for the department to later confer or deny conferral of the degree. The advisor 
assists the student in planning the program of study.

In reviewing the program proposal or any subsequent amendment to it, MIP confirms that: 
1. the course of study proposed by the student fulfills program course requirements (e.g., total number of units)
2. all other program requirements are listed on the form (see Master of Arts in International Policy below for details)
3. all general University requirements (minimum units, residency, etc.) for the master’s degree will be met through the       

proposed program of study, including the following:
• all required units must be in courses at the 100-level or above
• 75% percent of those units must be in graduate-level courses (generally, at the 200-level or above)
• no units are awarded for coursework completed elsewhere (i.e., transfer units are not allowed at the master’s level).

Links
The following websites provide important information about University requirements and policies, MIP degree requirements and aca-
demic policies, and additional information for students.

• Explore Degrees (University Bulletin)
• Explore Degrees (MIP Section)
• Explore Courses (Course Catalog)
• MIP Website
• MIP Student Handbook
• Graduate Academic Policies and Procedures (GAP)

https://exploredegrees.stanford.edu/academiccalendar/
https://exploredegrees.stanford.edu/
https://exploredegrees.stanford.edu/schoolofhumanitiesandsciences/internationalpolicy/
https://explorecourses.stanford.edu/
https://fsi.stanford.edu/masters-degree
https://fsi-live.s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/mip_student_handbook_ay2018-19.pdf
https://gap.stanford.edu/


Master of Arts in International Policy (MIP)
Degree Requirements

To earn the M.A. in International Policy, students must complete the courses listed in the curriculum below. These requirements are:
• Core courses — 31 units
• Area of specialization — 20 units; including:

• Two required courses
• Three or more courses from the approved lists (see “Specialization Courses” in the University Bulletin for approved electives)

• Capstone course — 9 units
• Customized Electives — 20 units

The minimum number of units required to graduate is 80.  

Additional Details
• Core courses — Students must enroll in all core courses in their first year at MIP (exceptions for joint, dual, and coterms)
• Area of Specialization — See Area of Specialization section on Page 3.
• Capstone — Students must enroll in INTLPOL 310: Policy Change Studio during winter and spring in their second (or final) year.
• Customized Electives —Students must submit an explanatory memo to the program’s academic services office detailing their choice 

of courses for the 20 units of elective courses by the end of Winter Quarter in Year 2. These courses must be related to interna-
tional policy, broadly understood. Students may choose to: take additional courses in their area of specialization; build their own 
sub-specialization (e.g., area studies, computational social science certificate); enroll in language courses; or, minor in another 
program specialization.

1 Curriculum
Core Courses --          31 units
INTLPOL 300A: International Policy Speaker Series     1
INTLPOL 300S: Leading Effective Teams      2
INTLPOL 301A: Research Methods and Policy Applications I    5
INTLPOL 301B: Research Methods and Policy Applications II    5
INTLPOL 302: The Global Economy       5
INTLPOL 306: Decision Making in U.S. Foreign Policy     5
INTLPOL 307: Leadership and Implementation      4
INTLPOL 308: Comparative Public Policy      4
 
Area of Specialization --         20 units
Two required courses        7-9 
Three elective courses from an approved list      11+ 
 
Capstone --           9 units
INTLPOL 310: Policy Change Studio       4 (winter); 4 (spring)
INTLPOL 310A: Capstone Field Research      1
 
Customized Electives --         20 units
International Policy related courses 

Total Units          80 units

https://exploredegrees.stanford.edu/schoolofhumanitiesandsciences/internationalpolicy/#specializationcoursestext


Area of Specialization

The Ford Dorsey Master’s in International Policy (MIP) offers five areas of specialization:
• Cyber Policy and Security (CYBER)
• Energy, Natural Resources, and the Environment (ENRE)
• Global Health (GH)
• Governance and Development (GOVDEV)
• International Security (ISEC)

Each specialization is guided by one -or more- major research centers at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies (FSI). 
This collaboration provides MIP students with exposure to cutting-edge research on global policy issues. Students are required to 
choose one area of specialization and complete at least five courses within the specialization for a minimum of 20 total units. 

Each area of specialization has two required courses, which must be taken during the first year and prior to enrolling in subsequent 
courses, except when infeasible due to core courses scheduling conflicts. Additionally, each area of specialization has a list of approved 
courses, which can be found under the Specialization Courses tab in Explore Degrees. At least three additional courses must be taken 
from this list.

Area of Specialization Requirements
1. Students must select an area of specialization during Autumn Quarter of their first year of the program. The area of specialization 

must be entered into Axess by the student under “sub-plan.”
2. Any change to a student’s area of specialization may be allowed, with permission from the academic services team, through the end 

of the first academic year. An approved change must be entered into Axess by the student under “sub-plan.”
3. Students must complete the two required courses within the area of concentration, and at least three courses from a list of ap-

proved options for a minimum total of 20 units.  
4. All course work must be taken for a letter grade.  

Area of Specialization Required Courses      Units
Cyber Policy and Security (CYBER) 
INTLPOL 321: Fundamentals of cyber policy and security (Winter)    4-5
MS&E 293: Technology and National Security (Autumn)     3-4
 
Energy, Natural Resources, and the Environment (ENRE)
EARTHSYS 112: Human Society and Environmental Change (Autumn)   4
GSBGEN 336: Energy Markets and Policy (Winter)     3
 
Global Health (GH) 
HUMBIO 129S: Global Public Health (Winter)      3
ECON 126: Economics of Health and Medical Care (Spring)    5
 
Governance and Development (GOVDEV) 
INTLPOL 230: Democracy, Development, and the Rule of Law (Autumn)   3
ECON 118: Development Economics (Autumn)      5
 
International Security (ISEC) 
INTLPOL 241: International Security in a Changing World (Winter)   5
MS&E 293: Technology and National Security (Autumn)     3-4

https://exploredegrees.stanford.edu/schoolofhumanitiesandsciences/internationalpolicy/#specializationcoursestext


MIP-Specific Academic Policies
The University’s general requirements, applicable to all graduate degrees at Stanford, are listed in the University Bulletin. In addition, 
the MIP-specific degree requirement academic policies are listed below. 

Core Courses
All core courses must be completed during the first year of the program. The only exemption is for coterm, dual, or joint degree stu-
dents who have conflicts with courses in their other degree program. In this instance, prior approval from MIP is required to move a 
core course to the second year. Note the additional guidance on first-year core courses:

• INTLPOL 301A and INTLPOL 301B are a sequenced series. Thus, students are required to enroll in the first course (301A) for 
Autumn Quarter and the second course (301B) for Winter Quarter.

• Students are required to enroll in INTLPOL 300 and 302 for Autumn Quarter
• Students are required to enroll in INTLPOL 306 for Winter Quarter.
• Students are required to enroll in INTLPOL 300S, 307, and 308 for Spring Quarter.

Practicum
Students enroll in INTLPOL 310 for both Winter Quarter and Spring Quarter of the second year of the program. Additionally, students 
enroll in INTLPOL 310A in Spring Quarter of the second year of the program.

Directed Readings
Students may arrange directed reading courses if the current course offerings do not meet particular research or study needs. Directed 
reading courses are independent study projects students may undertake with Stanford faculty members. Once the student has identified 
a faculty member to support his or her studies, the student must submit the directed reading proposal for review by the MIP academic 
services team. Directed reading proposals must be submitted no later than the end of the second week of the quarter. The academic 
services team reviews the directed reading proposal and renders a decision no later than two days prior to the Final Study List Dead-
line. If approved, the MIP staff creates a section number for the specific instructor so the student can enroll in the course. The course is 
listed as INTLPOL 299: Directed Reading and the section number corresponds to the instructor. There are two restrictions for directed 
readings:

1. Students can receive credit for a maximum of 5 units per directed reading course.
2. Students must receive a letter grade for the directed reading course.

Academic Standing and Grade Requirement
MIP students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA to remain in good academic standing. In addition, a minimum 3.0 
cumulative GPA is required for conferral of the M.A. degree. Failure to remain in good academic standing due to not meeting the GPA 
requirement or making insufficient degree progress will result in being placed on academic probation.

All courses taken to fulfill requirements for the M.A. in International Policy must be taken for a letter grade. The only exceptions are 
INTLPOL 300: Policy Seminar for MIP and INTLPOL 300S: Leading Effective Teams, which are only offered as S/NC; courses taken in 
the Law School, the School of Medicine, or the Graduate School of Business where a letter grade is not an available option; or approved 
1 or 2 unit elective courses, which are only offered as S/NC. Pre-approval is required from the MIP student services team in order to 
apply a non-letter grade course in Law, Medicine, or Business toward the MIP degree.

Additional Academic Requirement
Units from language courses may only be applied towards the 16 units of elective coursework. English proficiency courses for interna-
tional students do not count towards the MIP degree requirements. 

See Explore Courses (https://exploredegrees.stanford.edu/schoolofhumanitiesandsciences/internationalpolicy/#masterstext) for 
additional academic policies.
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Core Courses 
Course Number
(e.g., INTLPOL 300A)

Course Name
(e.g., International Policy Speaker Series)

Units
(e.g., 1)

Quarter
(e.g., Autumn)

Year
(e.g., 2019-20)

Grade
(e.g., S)

TOTAL UNITS

 Area of Specialization Courses
Course Number
(e.g., INTLPOL 230)

Course Name
(e.g., Democracy, Development, and the Rule of Law)

Units
(e.g., 5)

Quarter
(e.g., Autumn)

Year
(e.g., 2019-20)

Grade
(e.g., A)

TOTAL UNITS
Notes (MIP Staff Use):
 

  Last Name     First Name     Student ID#

  Email Address         Expected Graduation Quarter

  Area of Specialization

  Additional Academic Program (list joint, dual, certificate, or coterm, if applicable)                  



Customized Elective Courses  First and Last Name: __________________________________
Course Number
(e.g., INTLPOL 230)

Course Name
(e.g., Democracy, Development, and the Rule of Law)

Units
(e.g., 5)

Quarter
(e.g., Autumn)

Year
(e.g., 2019-20)

Grade
(e.g., A)

TOTAL UNITS

 Capstone Courses
Course Number
(e.g., INTLPOL 310)

Course Name
(e.g., Engineering Policy Change)

Units
(e.g., 4)

Quarter
(e.g., Winter)

Year
(e.g., 2019-20)

Grade
(e.g., A)

TOTAL UNITS

 Degree Progress Totals
Requirement Units Completed Units to Complete TOTAL

Core

Specialization

Electives

Capstone

TOTAL

 

 Signatures
 Student Signature          Date

 Program Advisor Name    Program Advisor Signature Date 

 Year 2 - List Degree Requirements and Courses To Complete (e.g., INTLPOL 310: Policy Change Studio (8 units))

 
Notes (MIP Staff Use):


